treaty-created body, it has been argued, "one of the cardinal functions of the Commission must necessarily be to interpret or apply the relevant provisions of the Convention -an essentially legal task." 4 The above is susceptible to raising some legal problems. Pursuant to Article 76(8) of the Convention the establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf that is done on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission is "final and binding". 5 While submission of data to the Commission is mandatory for those coastal States which intend to establish the outer limits of the continental shelf, there is no primary obligation incumbent on coastal States to establish their outer limits on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission although, pursuant to Article 7 of Annex II to the Convention, coastal States shall establish the outer limits in conformity with Article 76(8) of the Convention. This implies that a discontented submitting coastal State "is not denied the right to reject the Commission's approach" 6 and may establish its outer limits otherwise than on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission. Given the role of the Commission, and the final and binding characteristics which, in principle, are conferred to outer limits that are based on its recommendations, a presumption of validity 7 may be assumed to accompany the recommendations of the Commission. 8 Despite the fact that coastal States may disregard the recommendations of the Commission, outer limits established otherwise than on basis of the recommendations of the Commission, may, in principle, not be opposable to other States.
